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Unit Title: Literature of Maine 
 
Unit Designers: Karin Dionne 
 
Level(s): Grade 8 

 
Time Span: 9 Weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
 
The content and themes in this unit will be based on how writers, artists, and musicians have helped to shape 
Maine’s history. Students learn how the influence of Maine appears in artists’ writing or art form. 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 
RL 8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 
 
RL8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
 
RL8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 
 
RL8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at 
the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
 
W8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
W8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question. 
 
SL8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) 
 
L8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
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Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Maine has geographic features relative to its location in the United States and the world.  
Short story structure 
Poetic Forms 

 
 Skills: 
    Map reading skills 

Identifying author’s purpose  
Identifying basic story elements (plot, setting, characters, etc.) 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
Standards define what we should know, understand and be able to do.  
Practice can improve performance if not “make perfect”. 
Writers, artists, and musicians are influenced by their surroundings. 
Literature can reflect cultural values. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
What are the aspects of culture in Maine? 
How can the area where an author/illustrator lives inspire his/her works? 
What cultural beliefs are expressed in Maine humor, literature and ballads? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Selected works from Maine authors/illustrators/songwriters. 
Setting a purpose for reading. 
Writing a concise summary.  
Author’s purpose and point of view 

 
 Skills:  

Use before, during and after reading strategies. 
Use a Reader's Response Journal to demonstrate literate thinking and conversations. 
Identify theme(s)  
Identify how the area where a writer lives influences his/her work. 
Select relevant information to include when developing a topic for a constructed response. 
Identify and analyze symbolism, simile, personification, irony, allusion and metaphor in poems, 
songs, & short stories. 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings? (Be specific) 
Written summary for self-selected Maine author, musician or artist (RL8.2, W8.7, L8.2) 
Double-Entry Journals (R8.3) 
Constructed responses (W8.4, L8.2) 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Listen to Maine humor as told by storytellers and reflect about it (SL 8.2) 
Analyze Maine Children’s books (R8.2)  
Examine Maine through the lenses of different genres (A2)  
Identifying references to Maine (RL8.2) 
Illustrate literary texts (A1)  
Constructed Responses: Writing to Learn (W8.4, L8.2) 
Read Maine-based self-selected texts in Reader's Workshop setting (RL8.10) 
Guided reading of Maine-based short stories and poems (RL8.2, RL8.3)  
Class discussions  
Grade 8 NECAP released items 
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Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Independent research of favorite Maine writer.  
Artwork reflecting aspects of Maine 
Song lyrics/ melodies reflecting aspects of Maine 
Write personal narratives 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Internet research 
http://www.imaginemaine.com/features/mesites.html  
www.mpbn.org 
www.umaine.edu/folklife/exhibits  
www.mainehumor.com/marksbio.htm 
 
Use sites to find information about Maine authors, important resources, and topics of personal interest. Laptops 
for author/ artist research, portaportals 
 
Instructional Resources: 
Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes 
A Child’s Anthology of Poetry 
Super Book of Outline Maps 
Maine, A Guide Down east 
Something Abides, A Taste of Maine Humor, 
A Down east Smile-In 
The Best Maine Stories 
So You Think You Know Maine 
Maine Curiosities 
Maine Speaks 
Miss Rumphius 
Brown Cow Farm 
Island Boy 
Lobsterman 
Bert Dow: Deep Water Man 
Blueberries for Sal 
One Morning in Maine 
Ms.Dionne’s autobiographical pieces 
Schoonerfare CD 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Maine Authors Book Project 


